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HELPING MAKE    
LIFE BETTER.



WHEN YOU 
REPLACE “I” 
WITH “WE,”
ILLNESS 
BECOMES 
WELLNESS.
Dear Donors and Friends, 

We are delighted to share with you our annual report for The River Edge Foundation.  Inside these 

pages, you will read about individuals who are being healed through the services and programs 

River Edge offers.  It’s also important to us to show you where we stand after our first complete 

year of fundraising—one in which we met our goals.  We hope you will agree that the Foundation 

continues on its upward trajectory.

We’ve also provided some facts on River Edge Behavioral Health Center to give you a snapshot 

of those we serve and the people your financial contributions help support.

Without community heroes like you, our success in helping make life better for the people we 

serve—individuals with developmental disabilities, persons recovering from addiction and those 

healing from mental health issues—would not be possible.  We are grateful, and we are honored  

to partner with you as we develop our resources.

Sincerely,

George Israel, III 

Chairman, Board of Trustees
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THE RIVER EDGE FOUNDATION  

IS AN INDEPENDENT, 501(C)3 NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION WHOSE GOAL IS TO RAISE 

PRIVATE FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS  

OF RIVER EDGE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CENTER, 

A COMMUNITY-BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

ORGANIZATION THAT OFFERS A FULL 

CONTINUUM OF CARE FOR INDIVIDUALS 

DEALING WITH BIOLOGICALLY BASED  

BRAIN DISORDERS. 

Since its founding in 2006, The River Edge Foundation 
has been instrumental in securing funds to provide 
additional supports for individuals receiving services from 

River Edge Behavioral Health Center and other partner 
organizations.

The Foundation relies on the financial support of 
individuals, corporations and foundations to ensure that 
River Edge continues to flourish in its mission to help 
everyone in Central Georgia access high quality behavioral 
healthcare services.  

The Foundation office can assist you in cultivating the 
relationship that best matches your philanthropic interests 
and most effectively continues the River Edge commitment 
to make life better for the individuals we serve. We 
welcome you as a partner as we advance this worthy and 
exciting humanitarian venture.

We expend all gifts in strict accord with donors’ 
wishes. We handle Foundation relations with the utmost 
professional care and efficiency. Our goal is to maximize  
our resources and use them most effectively.  

 We share the story of hope.
KE

N
 K

R
A

KO
W



4 	 RIVER EDGE FOUNDATION | 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

BY KEN
 KR

A
KO

W

Myrtice



	 RIVER EDGE FOUNDATION | 2015 ANNUAL REPORT	 5

MYRTICE IS A 31-YEAR-OLD GRADUATE 

STUDENT AT WESLEYAN COLLEGE. SHE LEADS 

A FULL LIFE THAT INCLUDES MEETINGS, 

CHURCH, AND TUTORING WHILE WORKING 

ON HER MBA. SHE’S FUNNY AND ARTICULATE, 

SMART AND INSIGHTFUL—THE TYPE OF YOUNG 

WOMAN YOU’D EXPECT TO RUN INTO ON A 

COLLEGE CAMPUS.

But Myrtice has a story. She is in recovery after years  
of alcohol and other drug abuse. Abuse that nearly ended 
her life.

The night of her 26th birthday, while drunk and high, 
Myrtice was struck by a train. Thrown from the tracks into 
some nearby woods, she lay unconscious until passersby 
happened to see her and called 911.

She was rushed to a nearby hospital where she was in 
a coma for seven days. Though she had no broken bones 
from the accident, Myrtice did suffer serious brain injury 
requiring surgery and lost the use of her legs.

“When I woke up, I didn’t know where I was and I 
thought it was still my birthday,” she remembers.

Doctors said she would never walk again and that her 
life would be severely limited. Myrtice was determined.  
She wanted her life back and was willing to work to get it.

After some initial setbacks, she regained the use of her 
legs and decided to get clean.

While living at a local mission, she learned about 
LifeSPRING, River Edge’s residential recovery services 
for women of childbearing age. She entered LifeSPRING. 
She recalled what helped her most: “Having an ear, having 
somebody to listen. . . .  Everybody’s trying to get to the 
same place: a better life.”

After LifeSPRING, she needed a place to live so she 
turned to River Edge once more. Staff got her settled at 
Grove Park, a housing complex with special supports for 
persons in recovery. She said, “I like living at Grove Park. 
It’s wonderful to be able to have a key to your own place. I 
feel accomplished like I’m doing something better.” About 
the people, she said, “There’s a good support system here. 
It’s nice to have people that care.”

As she continues with her recovery, Myrtice is making 
plans. She wants to work in public relations, and she wants 
to work with women who face challenges like she has. 
She said, “I want to help other young ladies come into 
themselves and learn how to live a clean life and see all  
the opportunities that I see.” The world, she said, has 
opened up for her.  “There are so many opportunities  
when you’re clean.”

MEET MYRTICE
“�There’s a good support  
system here. It’s nice to  
have people that care.”
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OFFICERS

GEORGE M. ISRAEL, III
CHAIRMAN/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIR

Vice-President of Special Projects
IEO Energy, LLC

RAY A. BENNETT
VICE-CHAIRMAN

Civil Service, Retired
Robins Air Force Base

DR. PRISCILLA G. DOSTER
SECRETARY

Educator/Administrator, Retired 
Monroe County School System

WILLIAM THOMAS BARNES, III 
REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE CHAIR

ANDREW L. GALLOWAY
FINANCE & INVESTMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR

President, Galloway Consulting, LLC

SHANNON TERRELL GORDON, LCSW
Chief Executive Officer, River Edge Behavioral Health Center

AMY MALEY
BOARD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR
Wealth Management Advisor, Merrill Lynch 

MATTIE W. MIDDLEBROOKS
Educator, Retired, Jones County School System

DANIEL T. SLAGLE
Director of Operations for Florida-Georgia, Cox Communications

W. ASBURY STEMBRIDGE, JR., FACHE 
Executive Partner, The Stembridge Agency, LLC

DEBRA TOOLE VINSON 
Director of Developmental Disabilities Services, Retired

River Edge Behavioral Health Center

ANDY WATSON, JR., CHFC
Owner, Andy Watson, Jr. & Associates, LLC

THOMAS G. WEBER
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR

Principal/Owner, Diversified Financial Consulting Services, LLC

PAMELA Y. WHITE-COLBERT 
Assistant District Attorney, Macon Judicial Circuit

Pictured l-r: W. Stembridge, D. Vinson, S. Gordon, P. White-Colbert, G. Israel, A. Watson, P. Doster, D. Slagle, T. Barnes, T. Weber, R. Bennett

T H E  R I V E R  E D G E  F O U N DAT I O N  STA F F

T H E  R I V E R  E D G E  F O U N DAT I O N  B OA R D  O F  T R U ST E E S

Shannon Terrell Gordon
Chief Executive Officer 
sgordon@river-edge.org
478-803-7646

Sue Chipman
Chief Advancement Officer
schipman@river-edge.org
478-803-7800

Kristen Soles
Director of Communications,  
Stewardship and Foundation Relations
ksoles@river-edge.org
478-803-7754

Sylvia Duncan
Executive Administrative Assistant
sduncan@river-edge.org 
478-803-7797
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ALGERNON, BERNARD, AND TINA  

ARE LEARNING ABOUT SELF-WORTH 

THROUGH RIVER EDGE SUPPORTED 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS 

WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.  

The evidence-based, supported employment services 
through River Edge offer opportunities for individuals 
served by employing them in an integrated setting where 
needed success supports are available. River Edge places 
individuals in positions, with the employer’s assent, based 
upon their skill levels.

River Edge supports individuals with developmental 
disabilities fully participating in the traditional workplace. 
At River Edge, we see “different abilities, not disabilities.” 
People with developmental disabilities want typical 
experiences:  to interact with the wider community and 
gain the self-respect associated with having a job.

Algernon and Bernard currently work at Olive Garden 
as utility workers and dishwashers. They have assigned 
duties and receive regular pay like the other staff. Algernon 
says he feels good about working and enjoys getting a 
paycheck.

Tina works at Macon Office Supplies two days a week. 
She said, “Working makes me feel very important.” When 
asked what she liked most about her job, she replied, “I like 
to get to know people and help them out by keeping their 
businesses going.”

These three individuals are only the beginning. Program 
Manager Myldred Smith says many more clients are now 
asking for jobs. She’s working with local businesses to 
employ as many as she can. “It’s an ongoing process,” She 
said. “But businesses have been extremely receptive and 
easy to work with once they find out what we’re doing.”

Currently, fifteen individuals receive supported 
employment services at some time during the month. 
Developmental Disabilities Services also has forty-two 
individuals who are receiving pre-vocational services to 
determine their interest in employment.

Smith points out the impact that supported 
employment has on the family. Algernon’s mother is 
ecstatic to see her son working—something she thought 
would never happen. Smith said, “We give them something 
to look forward to; we give them dignity.”

SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT
W O R K I N G  F O R  R I V E R  E D G E  C L I E N T S
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Bernard, Algernon, and Tina



Please contact us for more information regarding stock or mutual fund gifts, in-kind donations, or property gifts: 478-803-7800
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 SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION
W H Y  G I V E ?
Picture the young woman making a fresh start and getting 
her college degree after years of homelessness and addiction 
or envision the man getting his life and family back after 
learning how to cope with bipolar disorder. These are two 
examples of the individuals River Edge helps into recovery 
every day.

River Edge needs your help to continue making life 
better for the most vulnerable citizens of our community. 
Your contribution allows us to provide the best behavioral 
healthcare services essential to the region to assist people  
in crisis.

We help by raising funding for River Edge that gives 
people fresh hope for recovery from addiction, the ability 
to live without mental illness taking over their lives and the 
chance for individuals with developmental disabilities to 
live as part of their communities.

Previous contributions have been used for medication 
assistance, a hardship assistance fund for staff, community 
education and activities discouraging underage drinking, 
a celebration for clients making long-term strides in their 
recovery and activities for individuals in advanced recovery 
who serve as mentors to those new to recovery.

At River Edge we believe that treatment is effective and 
recovery can be expected.

You can support the Foundation in many ways and 
all are welcome. For many people, the most conveneint 
support is a simple financial donation, and there are 
several ways for you to donate to the Foundation: cash, 
stock and securites, property, as well as planned giving. 
In-kind contributions are also helpful. Please contact us to 
determine the best method of delivering your contribution.

When making a financial donation or setting up a fund 
you may direct how you would like your donation used:

THE RIVER EDGE FUND 
(Discretionary / Greatest need)

ENDOWMENT (The principle of the gift is held in 
perpetuity with appreciation of the gift used to support  
the mission of the Foundation)

RIVER EDGE  
MAIN SERVICE AREAS 
(Addiction Recovery Services, Mental Health and Wellness, 
Developmental Disabilities Services)

WAY S  TO  G I V E
CASH  
To make a gift by cash, check, or debit/credit card, you may 
go to our website, river-edge.org and select “Give Now.”  
From there, you can select “donation form” to print, 
complete and mail your contribution to:

The River Edge Foundation 
277 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Suite 102-A 
Macon, Georgia 31201

Please do not mail cash.
You may also make a contribution by phone using your 
debit or credit card, please call 478-803-7797, and we will 
gladly process your gift.

STOCK AND SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated stock or mutual funds are a great 
way to give a gift greater than you ever thought possible.  
Appreciated securities held for more than one year may 
provide significant benefits to you as a donor. 

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions of items to be used in the delivery of River 
Edge services are always welcomed. 

PROPERTY
By donating property to The River Edge Foundation, you 
may be able to reduce your capital gains tax and receive an 
income tax deduction while benefiting River Edge. 

Photos from the 2015 Masquerade Ball
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THE RIVER EDGE FOUNDATION

Masquerade Ball
   & Silent Auction

“UNMASKING MENTAL ILLNESS”

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2016, 7:00 PM

THE ARMORY BALLROOM
(BLACK TIE OPTIONAL)

SEATED DINNER   
with entertainment by

BROOKWOOD SPLIT

Sponsorships and individual tickets are available.

For more information
478-803-7754  |  ksoles@river-edge.org

Photos from the 2015 Masquerade Ball



TO OUR DONORS: THANK YOU!
 J A N UA RY  0 1 — D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5
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Willa Alexander
The Allman Brothers Band 
Museum at the Big House

Nancy D. Anderson
Milton Appling
Tina Ard
Angela Austin
BTV Systems 
Jimmy Shepard 

The Back Burner
Sterling D. Bailey
Sherri Banovatz
Brenda K. Barfield
Amy Elizabeth Bass
Erika Renee Battie
The Bears Den
Carla Williams Beckom
Alissa Bell
Nurse Bell
Bert Bivins, III
Shawn Bolden
Muchman Bond, Jr.
Bonefish Grill
Samara Bradley
Helen Dianne Brannen
Brasserie Circa
Ruth Miller Brewster
Frances Elaine Brockman
Bettina Burrell
Gawanna Cabiness

Carol’s Linens
Tiyana Chaney
Chi Chester’s at Baconsfield
Chi Chester’s on Vineville
Clifton, Lipford, Hardison,  
& Parker, LLC  
Mark Hardison

Barbara Clowers
Frana Coley
Denise Tanger Cooper
Steven E. Corkery, Ph.D.
Sophia Crawford
Salley Crutchfield
Ethel Cullinan, Ph.D.
Stephanie L. Curry
Carlos Justin Daniel
Julie Daniel
Jessica Daniels
Anna Marie Daughtry
Brycelyn Davis
Cedric Davis
Tameka Lashelle Dixon
Priscilla G. Doster, Ed.D.
Downtown Macon  
Rotary Club, Patrick Goff

Brenda Joy Drexler
Carolyn Ann Driskell
Shanda Driskell
Sylvia Duncan
Mary Ann Durham

Glenda F. Earwood, PhD
Maurice Elder
Latita Edmond
Emerald Services
Edgar W. Ennis, Jr.
Angela Eubanks
Fab’rik
Susan Rickerson Floyd
Lu Jean Fluellen
Jameelah J. Ford
O. T. Fortner
W. Ralph Foskey
Cathy Fout
Franklin’s Lawn Care
Glendoria La’Tashia Fryer
Michele Fulcher
Robert Gantt
Hulane George
Georgia Aquarium
Jacqueline Glore
GourmetGiftBaskets.com
Jamie M. Gray
Susie Greene
Kristi and Bill Greer
Harold Griggs
John Hancock  
Tim Kvam 

Yuko Hancock
Fran Hardeman
Cora W. Harmon

Melvin Harris
Miss Hattie’s  
Kitchen & Bakery

Head Over Heels
Elizabeth M. Hendricks
Highland Hills Baptist Church 
Jake Hall

Chequala Hill
Joanne Hill
Peggy Johnson Hindsman, 
Attorney at Law  
Peggy J. Hindsman 

Teresa Ann Hines
India E. Hogan
John Davis Houser
Stephanie Howard
Juanita Howard
Mike Hubbard
Imedia
Jerryl Lanorris Isom 
George M. Israel, III
Telly Jackson
Anthony Jenkins
Susan B. Johansen
Katylyn Johnson
Melinda Elaine Johnson
Shayla Johnson
Vanessa Jones
Rita Judy
Karats and Keepsakes

BB&T, Bill Kilburg  •  Ray A. Bennett  •  Jean and Billy† Boone  •  Sue and Ron Chipman
Community Foundation of Central Georgia, Inc., Kathryn H. Dennis  •  Downtown Macon Rotary, Patrick Goff

Susan S. and Garry J. Fox  •  Georgia Duplicating Products, Inc., John D. Schweizer  •  Shannon and Scott Gordon
Leigh and J. Ray Grant, Jr., MD  •  Christy and Jeffrey Hallman  •  Charles H. Jones Family Foundation, Dwight Jones

Bryan Layman  •  Navicent Health, Ninfa M. Saunders, PhD, FACHE  •  Alan & Lynn Neal Foundation, John T. Carter, II

Miranda Nunez  •  Greta O’Dell  •  Doris Ramsey  •  JoAnne and Matthew Sims  •  Kristen Soles  
Helen and Asbury Stembridge, Jr.  •  Sysco, Patrick Topp  •  Debra Toole Vinson    

Andy Watson Jr. & Associates, LLC, Andy Watson, Jr.  •  Pamela Y. White-Colbert  •  4 donors wish to remain anonymous

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE  (Gifts of $1,000 or more)

FOUNDATION SOCIETY  (Gifts of $1—$999)

† Indicates deceased



GIFTS IN HONOR OF.  .  . 
Judge Verda Colvin

Shannon Terrell Gordon

Shannon and Scott Gordon 

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF.  .  . 
William “Billy” Boone 

Bob Tidwell

A  W O R D  
O N  P L A N N E D  G I V I N G
Planned giving is a set of ways a donor can leave money 
or assets to a nonprofit at his or her death; or a way to 
invest money so that the donor receives benefits during 
his or her life and then bequeaths the remaining funds 
to the nonprofit.
   The River Edge Foundation welcomes gifts made 
through different planned giving provisions. These 
arrangements can:
• Provide for you or your loved ones;

•� �Entitle you to charitable income; and/or gift or estate 
tax deductions; and

• �Enable you to leave a legacy.

With many different planned giving options, you can 
help grow essential mental health, addictive disease 
and developmental disabilities resources for Central 
Georgians in perpetuity.

Call 478-803-7800 today to speak with someone  
about a planned gift.

Monica Kell
Michael King
Cynthia Kitchens
Eleanor A. Lane
George H. Lee
Tiffany L. Lewis
Brandon Logan
Mary Lomax
Renner Smith Loney
Tina Marie Lowe
Macon Mayhem
Macon Office Supplies  
Fred Morgan

Julia Magda
Amy Maley
Marco Ristorante Italiano
Valerie Mason
Rashod Mathis
Ray Harold McCard, MD
C. Michelle McKay
Theresa C. McMahon
Bernice McMillian
Men’s Wearhouse
Carol G. Mercer
Amy Michaud 
Faye Middleton
Moonhanger Group
Tasheila Morgan
Natalia’s
Patricia A. Nordenhaug
Nu-Way Weiners
Eric O’Dell
Olive Garden  
Del Banks

Beverly Olson
One Stop Communications  
Teddy Mathis

Otterbox
Chiquita Parker
Parish on Cherry
Ashley Shaunice Patterson
Stacey Phillips
Previews Interiors & Antiques
Professional Medical 
Fulfillment 
Brian G. Riddle

Ferman Rachels
Stephen A. Reichert
Samantha Elizabeth Riley

Riverwoods & Lakewood  
Behavioral Health  
Patricia Hamilton

Leon Roach
Lisa Roberts
Rock Candy Tours
Mary Christine Rouse
John E. Sallstrom 
SCANA Energy
Terri Seigel
Sell & Melton, L.L.P 
R. Chix Miller

Lori Seymour
Frank Shelton
Sonnequa Shinholster
Ronda Dionne Shirley
Deedra Danette Simmons
Constance C. Smith
Karen and Randy Smith
Stephanie Smith
Shawn Stafford
Jim Stallings
Kimberly Story
Yuma Latonia Stubbs
James Cecil Tanner
TenderCare Clinic  
Lisa Brown 

Zalonie Thomas
Doris C. Thompson
Debbie S. Tingle
Trading Phrases
Thomas M. Trimble
Lynne Tucker
Samuel Ira Veal
Pamela Yvette Vinson
Jeffrey Wade
Susan Middlebrooks Wade
Anita L. Wall
Lara B. Walton
Ashley Williams
Sylvia R. Williams
Mattie Willis
Tamiko Wise
Darlene Goblet Wood
Patricia Ann Wright
Judy K. Young

40 donors wish  
to remain anonymous

“�Your present circumstances 
do not determine where you 
can go; they merely determine 
where you start.”

—Nido Quebin  
Listed are gifts made from January 2015 to December 2015. We have made 
every effort to provide accurate information. Please refer errors or omissions 
to Kristen Soles at 478-803-7754.



Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common 
good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is 
primary to the quality of life. To ensure that philanthropy 
merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that 
donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in 
the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked 
to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

	 I	 �To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the 
way the organization intends to use donated resources, 
and of its capacity to use donations effectively for their 
intended purposes.

	 II	 �To be informed of the identity of those serving on 
the organization’s governing board, and to expect the 
board to exercise prudent judgment in its stewardship 
responsibilities.

	 III	� To have access to the organization’s most recent 
financial statements.

	 IV	� To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes 
for which they were given.

	 V	� To receive appropriate acknowledgement and 
recognition.

	 VI	� To be assured that information about their donations 
is handled with respect and with confidentiality to the 
extent provided by law.

	VII	  �To expect that all relationships with individuals 
representing organizations of interest to the donor 
will be professional in nature.

	VIII	� To be informed whether those seeking donations 
are volunteers, employees of the organization or  
hired solicitors.

	 IX	 �To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted 
from mailing lists that an organization may intend  
to share.

	 X	 �To feel free to ask questions when making a donation 
and to receive prompt, truthful and forthright 
answers.

DONOR BILL  
OF RIGHTS

12 	 RIVER EDGE FOUNDATION | 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

Donor Bill of Rights adopted in 1993  •  © AFP (and others) 2015  •  All Rights Reserved
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Current Assets
	 Cash in Bank Accounts	 $    220,847
	 Receivable	 211,582
	 Prepaid Expenses	 96,210

Total Current Assets	 $   528,639

Other Assets
	 Investments	 $ 1,529,455
	 Marketable Securities	 967,651

Total Other Assets	 $ 2,497,106

Total Assets	 $3,025,745

Current Liabilities
	 Accounts Payable	 $       9,895
	 Due to River Edge BHC	 97,751

Total Current Liabilities 	 $   107,646

Total Liabilities	 $   107,646

Net Assets
Total Net Assets	 $ 2,918,099

Total Liabilities  
& Net Assets	 $ 3,025,745

STAT E M E N T  
O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N
The River Edge Foundation, year ending December 31, 2015.

STAT E M E N T  
O F  AC T I V I T I E S
The River Edge Foundation, year ending December 31, 2015.

STAT E M E N T  
O F  F U N C T I O N A L  E X P E N S E S
The River Edge Foundation, year ending December 31, 2015.

Operating Grants and Contributions
Total Operating Grants
and Contributions	 $   639,128

Expenses
	 Program Support	 24,190
	 Support Services	 178,128

Total Expenses	 $  202,318

Change in Net Assets	 $  436,810

Net Assets
Beginning of the Year	 $2,481,289

End of the Year	 $2,918,099

	 Program Services 	 Support Services	 Total

Contracts	 $       —	 $125,000	 $125,000

Donations	 1,913	 —	 1,913

Insurance	 —	 35,935	 35,935

Other Operating Expenses	 8,825	 —	 8,825

Professional Fees	 4,599	 2,500	 7,099

Property Taxes	 —	 1,961	 1,961

Service Fees	 —	 11,748	 11,748

Supplies and Materials	 8,853	 984	 9,837

Total Expenses	 $24,190	 $178,128	 $202,318

These statements are excerpted from the auditor’s report of 
the 2015 financial records of The River Edge Foundation. The 
independent audit was performed by the certified accounting 
firm of Robert Baker and Associates located in Albany, Georgia. 
To view the report in its entirety, please call 478-803-7800 to 
request a copy.

In FY15, River Edge served 13,155 youths and adults 
from seven primary counties (Baldwin, Bibb, Jones, 
Monroe, Putnam, Twiggs, and Wilkinson) and 117 
additional counties in Georgia.

Counties Served
by River Edge

Seven Primary 
Counties Served

TWIGGS

BIBB

MONROE JONES

PUTNAM

BALDWIN

WILKINSON
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“�LIVING THERE HAS GIVEN ME PEACE OF 

MIND AND A BOND WITH MY FAMILY. AND, 

NOT JUST THAT—IT’S HELPED ME TO GET 

INDEPENDENCE. IT’S TAUGHT ME HOW TO 

LOOK AT THINGS A DIFFERENT WAY, A NEW 

FRAME OF MIND. MORE THAN ANYTHING, 

IT’S GIVEN ME HOPE.”  
That’s River Edge client Willie referring to his apartment 
he was able to procure through River Edge’s supportive 
housing services.

Willie is one of several hundred people utilizing 
supportive housing, which allows individuals to live in 
properties owned by The River Edge Foundation. The 
Department of Community Affairs subsidizes the rent 
unless the client is working; in that instance, he pays a 
portion of the cost. The properties are located in areas of 
town that River Edge revitalizes. This helps fight blight in 
the community.  

Supportive housing provides support for recovery and 
healing. When persons seeking recovery get off the streets, 
it encourages them to work harder on their recovery by 
giving them a sense of self-worth. It also removes them 
from antagonists that could set back recovery and healing. 
Providing shelter ultimately takes away a big stressor, 
allowing them to focus solely on getting better.

Supportive housing also provides the new alternative to 
institutionalization. Now individuals who once would’ve 
spent their lives locked away in Central State Hospital can 
enjoy freedom in a supportive environment.

There are others with stories of hope similar to 
Willie’s—like Mary. She lived in an abandoned city bus 
before getting her apartment. She thinks the apartment will 
help her in healing because she is safe.

Or Tarnesha. She has been coming to River Edge for 
six years. During that time, she was involved in an abusive 
relationship. River Edge helped her and her three kids get 
a safe, new home where she is now flourishing. She has a 
job with River Edge, and she is getting better. “I wouldn’t 
have made it without the apartment,” she said. “It provides 
stability.”

Willie summed it up for all three of them: “River Edge 
gave me a place to stay and gave me some security. It’s just 
amazing. I’m grateful today.”

PROVIDING HOPE TO MANY
R I V E R  E D G E  H O U S I N G

“�River Edge gave me a place  
to stay and gave me some  
security. It’s just amazing.  
I’m grateful today.”
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Willie and Mary



277 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd
Suite 102-A
Macon, Georgia 31201

www.river-edge.org

RIVER EDGE 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
CENTER SERVICES

RIVER EDGE: BIBB COUNTY 
175 Emery Highway • Macon GA 31217
478-803-7600

RIVER EDGE: BALDWIN COUNTY 
60 Highway 22 West • Milledgeville GA 31061
478-451-2700

RIVER EDGE: MONROE COUNTY 
168 Old Brent Road • Forsyth GA 31029
Mental Health: 478-803-7602
Developmental Disabilities: 478-803-7863

RIVER EDGE: JONES COUNTY
(Developmental Disabilities)
530 Settlement Drive, Suite A • Gray GA 31032
478-803-8701

RIVER EDGE: TWIGGS COUNTY
(Developmental Disabilities)
952 Main Street • Jeffersonville GA 31044
478-803-8711

THE RECOVERY CENTER  
CRISIS STABILIZATION UNITS
3575 Fulton Mill Road • Macon GA 31206
Child & Adolescent Unit: 478-803-8605
Adult Unit: 478-803-8617

CRISIS SERVICE CENTER
60 Highway 22 West • Milledgeville GA 31061
478-451-2797

FORENSIC SOCIAL SERVICES  
BIBB COUNTY LEC
688 Oglethorpe Street • Macon GA 31201

THE PREVENTION  
RESOURCE CENTER
175 Emery Highway • Macon GA 31217
478-803-7707

LifeSPRING
5113 College Crossing Drive • Macon GA 31206
478-803-8729

BILLINGSLEA  
RECOVERY RESIDENCE
1243 First Avenue • Macon GA 31204
478-803-8723

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
139 Woodfield Drive • Macon GA 31204
478-803-7657

OPTIONS SENIOR
(Developmental Disabilities)
595 Wimbish Road • Macon GA 31210
478-803-8083

To schedule an appointment at any of these locations,  
please call 478-803-7700.


